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PREFACE 
 
Both legislative mandates and societal demands have driven the increased necessity for an 
integrated approach to language arts skills.  To that end, this curriculum strives to address all of the 
identified skill areas targeted in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (CCCS), the 
federal requirements established under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), and the needs of everyday, 
reality-based communication.   
 
It must be understood that the purpose of this curriculum is to be a general guide to both the specific 
language arts skills as well as the other curricula in which those skills should be implemented.  It 
would be counterproductive to ignore the expertise and competence of the individual classroom 
teachers.  Nevertheless, everyone benefits when instruction is codified, thereby ensuring continuity, 
eliminating redundancy, and facilitating a more comprehensive mastery of both the individual skills 
and the curricula in which those skills are essential. 
 
In order to achieve the learning targets stated within this curriculum, individual teachers must teach 
relevant and age-appropriate language arts skills, demonstrate their application in a variety of areas, 
and most importantly, hold the students accountable for consistently applying those skills.  Contrary 
to previously held educational philosophies, current thought and practice recognizes that language 
arts skills do not exist, nor can they be taught, in a vacuum.  In order for those skills to have 
relevance, they must be applied outside the language arts classroom. Although this may sound like a 
daunting task, in actuality it simplifies instruction by allowing the teacher to target standards from 
many disciplines with one activity.   The true measure of successful  instruction is when students 
readily and instinctively apply their acquired language arts skills across the curricula and in their 
everyday lives. 
 
 
 

GENERAL GOALS FOR LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

• Speaking- Students should be able to express their thoughts verbally in a clear, concise, 
animated manner before a variety of audiences and for a variety of purposes. 

 
• Listening- Students should be able to demonstrate actively that they can interpret, evaluate, 

and appropriately respond to information given orally in a variety of settings.  
 
• Writing- Students should be able to write in a clear, concise, and organized style that reflects 

an awareness of a specific audience and a specific purpose. 
 
• Reading-Students should be able to comprehend a variety of materials utilizing various 

reading skills including but not limited to word attack skills, context clues, and phonics.  
 

• Thinking-Students should be able to demonstrate progressive use of critical thinking skills 
through their growing sophistication in speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 

  

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


3 
 

GRADE 5 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature - Novels 

Time frame Marking Periods 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 
• Global Awareness 
• Learning and Innovation Skills 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Life and Career Skills 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology, Music 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

 

Novels of different genres contain various story 
elements to be recognized and analyzed. 

• What are the important story elements of each 
novel? 

• How can students draw outside connections to novel 
characters and events? 

• What are the characteristic qualities that determine 
a novel’s genre? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Recognize and use grade level vocabulary from text. 
• Read aloud with fluency and accuracy. 
• Predict outcomes. 
• Recall and analyze story elements. 
• Compare and contrast story elements. 
• Recognize figurative language in text (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration). 
• Identify genre by their distinctive elements (e.g., tall tale – exaggeration). 

 
 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and 
when) 

• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization (traits, 

motivations, feelings) 
• Conflict (major problem 

or problems) 
• Climax 
• Resolution 

• Folktales 
• Dramas 
• Myths 
• Fables 
• Poetry 
• Mystery 
• Adventure 
• General fiction 
• Biography 

 

• Point of View 
• Mood 
• Theme 
• Good vs. Evil (protagonist 

vs. antagonist) 
• Dialogue 
• Figurative Language 

o Similes  
o Metaphors 
o Alliteration 
o Hyperbole 
o Idiom 
o Onomatopoeia 
o Oxymoron 

• Compare/contrast 
• Quote accurately from a 

text 
• Identify 

connotation/denotation 
(word meanings) 

• Summarize 
• Sequence 
•  Connecting 
• Drawing inferences 
• Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
• Chronology 
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Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or 
how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 
characters interact). 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 
7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation 
of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 
9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text 
based on specific information in the text. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more texts. 
6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 
7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently. 
8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which 
point(s). 
9. Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end 
of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to 
read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 

o Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
o Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 
o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 

characters to situations. 
o Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach. 
6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 
7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information 
in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
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9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story 

or a drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 
o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 

particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information 
known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
o Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of 

others. 
o Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions. 

2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 
4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of 
main ideas or themes. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

o Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 
o Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 
o Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 
o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 
o Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
o Use punctuation to separate items in a series.* 
o Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence. 
o Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., 

It’s true, isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 
o Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
o Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
o Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.  

o Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, 

photosynthesis). 
o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and 

determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

o Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 
o Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
o Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, 
addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read aloud in various formats, i.e., pairs, groups 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively: book reports, summaries, 

oral presentation preparation materials 
• Write self and peer critiques 
• Rehearse and present oral reports 
• Make creative projects from a list providing various options: poster, 

postcards, models, etc. 
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• Completion of Reading materials – Pre-Reading, Active Reading, 
Post-Reading 

• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Time management and scheduling for success 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 
 
 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring and Collaboration 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 
• Share pairs 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 
• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 

• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 
• Reading Guides 
• Written Summaries 
• Graphic Organizers 

 

Suggested Resources 

Suggested Novels 
5th Grade Level Reading Novels (http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/678) 
Kensuke’s Kingdom, Michael Morpurgo 
Student selected novels for book reports in a specified genre 
 
Graphic organizers 
Report requirements 
Online Resources and Internet Sites 
World Atlas 
U.S.A. Maps 
Dictionary 
Encyclopaedia 
Thesaurus 
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GRADE 5 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature – Prose & Poetry 

Time frame Marking Periods 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 
• Global Awareness 
• Learning and Innovation Skills 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Life and Career Skills 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Art 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Short stories and poetry must be analyzed and 
decoded successfully for comprehension of text. 

• Written poetry and short stories should contain 
grade level figurative language, vocabulary and 
literary devices. 

• Can students identify, analyze, and respond to the 
elements of structure in short stories and poetry? 

• What are some elements used to create a successful 
short story or poem? 

• Can students make various inferences using textual 
evidence and provide supporting evidence? 

• Can students apply what is learned from recall, analysis 
and evaluation of short stories and poetry into their own 
writing? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Read fluently, analyze, and comprehend grade level prose and poetry. 
• Identify and respond to the elements of sound and structure in poetry. 
• Interpret idiomatic expressions such as metaphors and similes. 
• Recognize figurative language in text. 
• Analyze and apply knowledge of rubric when responding to text. 
• Participate in class discussions reflecting text. 
• Recognize historical components in stories based on prior reading. 
• Recognize persuasive and propaganda techniques used to influence readers. 
• Understand that theme refers to the central idea or meaning of a theme. 
• Compose short essay responses to text containing supporting evidence and outside connections. 

 
 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and when) 
• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization (traits, 

motivations, feelings) 
• Conflict (major problem or 

problems) 
• Climax 
• Resolution 

• Folktales 
• Dramas 
• Myths 
• Fables 
• Poetry 
• Mystery 
• Adventure 
• General fiction 

• Point of View 
• Mood 
• Theme 
• Good vs. Evil (protagonist 

vs. antagonist) 
• Dialogue 
• Figurative Language 

o Similes  

• Compare/contrast 
• Quote accurately from 

a text 
• Identify 

connotation/denotation 
(word meanings) 

• Summarize 
• Sequence 
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• Biography 
• Historical text 
• Scientific text 
• Technical text 
• Social studies 

text 

o Metaphors 
o Alliteration 
o Hyperbole 
o Idiom 
o Onomatopoeia 
o Oxymoron 

•  Connecting 
• Drawing inferences 
• Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
• Chronology 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 
7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of 
fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 
9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based 
on specific information in the text. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in 
two or more texts. 
6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 
7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem 
efficiently. 
8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which 
point(s). 
9. Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

o Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
o Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 
o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 

characters to situations. 
o Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
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o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 
6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 
7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in 
notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 

o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular 
points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known 
about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
o Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. 
o Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions. 

2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 
4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main 
ideas or themes. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

o Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 
o Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 
o Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 
o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 
o Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
o Use punctuation to separate items in a series.* 
o Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence. 
o Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, 

isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 
o Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
o Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
o Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies.  

o Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 
o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or 

clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

o Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 
o Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
o Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, 
addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
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• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Read aloud in various formats, i.e., pairs, groups 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively: summaries, oral presentation 

preparation materials 
• Write self and peer critiques 
• Rehearse and present oral reports and poetry 
• Make creative projects 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 
 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 
 

Suggested Resources 

Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 5, Steck-Vaughn 
Current Anthology: Spotlight on Literacy, Macmillian/McGraw-Hill (1997)  

•  Practice Book 
•  Grammar Practice Book 
•  Selection and Unit Assessments 
•  Daily Language Activities 
Updated suggestion: Macmillian/McGraw-Hill Language Arts-Grade 5 (Copyright 2005) 
www.mheonline.com 

 
Assorted Poetry Books 
Study Island 
Time for Kids magazine 
Internet Sites – Resource Sites, video clips (United Streaming) 
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GRADE 5  

UNIT TITLE Vocabulary (In addition to novels, prose, and poetry) 

Time frame Marking Period 1 – 4  

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology 

 
 

Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Comprehension of text can be attained when 
the vocabulary is successfully decoded. 

• Writing has grade level potential when grade 
appropriate vocabulary is included. 

• Could descriptive, difficult, or simple vocabulary drive 
the interest and/or comprehension of the students? 

• How can students retain learned vocabulary and 
apply to everyday reading and writing? 

 
 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Spell and decode grade level vocabulary. 
• Identify how prefixes and suffixes affect word meaning (i.e., Prefixes – anti, co, fore, il, ir, mid, 

post; Suffixes -  ist, ish, ness, tion). 
• Apply context clues to new terms. 
• Apply target vocabulary to every day speaking and writing. 

 

 
5th Grade Vocabulary List 

(Word Up Project) 

abolish 
absurd 
abuse 
access 
accomplish 
achievement 
aggressive 
alternate 
altitude 
antagonist 
antonym 

combine 
companion 
crave 
compassion 
compensate 
comply 
compose 
concept 
confident 
convert 
course 

exult 
frigid 
gigantic 
gorge 
guardian 
hazy 
hearty 
homonym 
identical 
illuminate 
immense 

negative 
nonchalant 
numerous 
oasis 
obsolete 
occasion 
overthrow 
pardon 
pasture 
pedestrian 
perish 

saunter 
seldom 
senseless 
sever 
slither 
sluggish 
soar 
solitary 
solo 
sparse 
spurt 
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anxious 
apparent 
approximate 
aroma 
assume 
astound 
available 
avalanche 
banquet 
beverage 
bland 
blizzard 
budge 
bungle 
cautiously 
challenge 
character 

courteous 
debate 
decline 
dedicate 
deprive 
detect 
dictate 
document 
duplicate 
edible 
endanger 
escalate 
evade 
exasperate 
excavate 
exert 
exhibit 

impressive 
independent 
industrious 
intense 
intercept 
jubilation 
kin 
luxurious 
major 
miniature 
minor 
mischief 
monarch 
moral 
myth 
narrator 
navigate 
 

petrify 
portable 
prefix 
preserve 
protagonist 
provide 
purchase 
reassure 
reign 
reliable 
require 
resemble 
retain 
retire 
revert 
route 

strategy 
suffix 
suffocate 
summit 
suspend 
synonym 
talon 
taunt 
thrifty 
translate 
tropical 
visible 
visual 
vivid 
wilderness 
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Content Standards 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to 
read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

Writing 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

o Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

Language 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.  

o Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, 

photosynthesis). 
o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and 

determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, 
addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read aloud/choral reading in various formats, i.e., pairs, groups 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Rehearse and present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 
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Suggested Resources 

Word Explorer Level E (Grade 5), Peoples Education 
Words, Words, Words by Janet Allen 
Dictionary/Thesaurus 
Electronic Spellers 
Novel and anthology short story word lists 
www.studyisland.com 
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GRADE 5 

UNIT TITLE Grammar 

Time frame Marking Period 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Knowledge and application of proper grammar 
help to improve a student’s writing skills. 

•  How do rules of language affect communication? 
•  How can grammar skills improve verbal and written 

expression? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Identify and master application of parts of speech and their functions - nouns, verbs (action and auxiliary), 
adjectives (articles), adverbs, conjunctions and interjections. 

• Apply knowledge of English grammar and usage to express ideas effectively. 
• Identify subjects and predicates in complete sentences and understand they must agree. 
• Correct fragment and run-on sentences. 
• Use correct capitalization and punctuation throughout writing. 
• Form and use the pronoun and antecedent agreements (nominative, objective, possessive). 
• Locate and apply prepositional phrases in reading and writing. 
• Identify idioms, adages, and proverbs in reading and writing. 
• Use correct verb tenses when writing and speaking. 
• Incorporate proper use of commas (commas with an appositive, use a comma to separate an introductory 

element from the rest of the sentence). 
• Cite works of literature using underlining, italics, and quotation marks. 
• Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning. 
• Identify and know the meaning of Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of language and its conventions in writing, speaking, reading, or listening through 

writing. 

 

Content Standards 

Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

o Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 
o Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 
o Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 
o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 
o Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
o Use punctuation to separate items in a series.* 
o Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence. 
o Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s 

true, isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 
o Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
o Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
o Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems. 
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Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Video presentations 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Workbook practice and reinforcement 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 5, Steck-Vaughn 
Grammar Mini-Lessons, Macmillian/McGraw-Hill 
Study Island 
Internet Sites 
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GRADE 5 

UNIT TITLE Writing (in addition to novels, prose, and poetry) 

Time frame Marking Period 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 

• Global Awareness 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• Life and Career Skills 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology, Health 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas for 
thinking, learning, communicating, and 
aesthetic expression. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that 
enables them to vary form and style, in order to 
write for different purposes, audiences, and 
contexts. 

• How do good writers express themselves and how 
does the process shape the writer’s product? 

• How do writers develop a well written product? 

 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Write a multi-paragraph composition (opinion, informative/explanatory, narrative/speculative) that engage the 
reader, state a clear purpose, develop the topic, and conclude with a solid ending. 

• Conduct short research projects using a variety of sources. 
• Generate ideas for writing through reading and making connections. 
• Incorporate writing strategies such as graphic organizers, charts, and webs. 
• Recognize the audience and use appropriate tone, voice, and intended message. 
• Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two). 
• Apply elements of figurative language (similes, metaphors) to writing. 
• Use computer writing applications. 
• Revise and edit for spelling, usage, clarity, organization, and fluency. 
• Understand and apply the elements of a scoring rubric. 

 

Content Standards 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 

o Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
o Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
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o Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 
o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 

characters to situations. 
o Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach. 
6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 
7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information 
in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 
a drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 

o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

o Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 
o Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 
o Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 
o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 
o Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
o Use punctuation to separate items in a series.* 
o Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence. 
o Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s 

true, isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 
o Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
o Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
o Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
o Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 
o Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
o Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, 
addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Video presentations 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work • Hands-on activities 
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• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Writing Activities from Language Arts Anthology, Macmillian/McGraw-Hill 
Razzle Dazzle Writing, Melissa Forney NJ Holistic 6pt Scoring Rubric 
Holt Elements of Language Introductory Course Textbook 
NJ ASK writing prompts (Speculative, Expository, Persuasive) 
NJ ASK sample essays 
Figuratively Speaking Gr. 5-8 (Learning Works) Workbook 
Strategies for Writers, Level D, Zaner-Bloser 
Strategies for Writers, Strategy Practice Book, Zaner-Bloser 
Daily 6-Trait Writing – Grade 5, Evan Moor 
     http://www.evan-moor.com/Product.aspx?SeriesID=188 

 
 
 
  

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


20 
 

GRADE 5 

UNIT TITLE Sight Words 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf  

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Life and Career Skills 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Mathematics, Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Rules and conventions of language help readers 
understand what is being communicated. 

• Do students possess reading skills that demonstrate 
their language arts literacy level? 

• Can students apply decoding skills while reading? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

Read 5th grade sight words (Fry High Frequency Word List).   

 

Grade 5 Curriculum Requirements 
SIGHT WORDS  

Fry High Frequency Words Fifth Grade (Words 801-1000) 
Fry Sight Word list-  http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 

(Page 1 of 2) 
801. supply 826. guess 851. thick 876. major 

802. corner 827. silent 852. blood 877. observe 

803. electric 828. trade 853. lie 878. tube 

804. insects 829. rather 854. spot 879. necessary 

805. crops 830. compare 855. bell 880. weight 

806. tone 831. crowd 856. fun 881. meat 

807. hit 832. poem 857. loud 882. lifted 

808. sand 833. enjoy 858. consider 883. process 

809. doctor 834. elements 859. suggested 884. army 

810. provide 835. indicate 860. thin 885. hat 
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811. thus 836. except 861. position 886. property 

812. won’t 837. expect 862. entered 887. particular 

813. cook 838. flat 863. fruit 888. swim 

814. bones 839. seven 864. tied 889. terms 

815. tail 840. interesting 865. rich 890. current 

816. board 841. sense 866. dollars 891. park 

817. modern 842. string 867. send 892. sell 

818. compound 843. blow 868. sight 893. shoulder 

819. mine 844. famous 869. chief 894. industry 

820. wasn’t 845. value 870. Japanese 895. wash 

821. fit 846. wings 871. stream 896. block 

822. addition 847. movement 872. planets 897. spread 

823. belong 848. pole 873. rhythm 898. cattle 

824. safe 849. exciting 874. eight 899. wife 

825. soldiers 850. branches 875. science 900. sharp 
 
 

 
911. truck 936. solution 961. workers 986. corn 

912. fair 937. fresh 962. Washington 987. substances 

913. printed 938. shop 963. Greek 988. smell 

914. wouldn’t 939. suffix 964. women 989. tools 

915. ahead 940. especially 965. bought 990. conditions 

916. chance 941. shoes 966. led 991. cows 

917. born 942. actually 967. march 992. track 

918. level 943. nose 968. northern 993. arrived 

919. triangle 944. afraid 969. create 994. located 

920. molecules 945. dead 970. British 995. sir 

921. France 946. sugar 971. difficult 996. seat 

922. repeated 947. adjective 972. match 997. division 

Grade 5 Curriculum Requirements 
SIGHT WORDS  

Fry High Frequency Words Fifth Grade (Words 801-1000) 
Fry Sight Word list-  http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 

(Page 2 of 2) 
901. company 926. sister 951. gun 976. total 

902. radio 927. oxygen 952. similar 977. deal 

903. we’ll 928. plural 953. death 978. determine 

904. action 929. various 954. score 979. evening 

905. capital 930. agreed 955. forward 980. nor 

906. factories 931. opposite 956. stretched 981. rope 

907. settled 932. wrong 957. experience 982. cotton 

908. yellow 933. chart 958. rose 983. apple 

909. isn’t 934. prepared 959. allow 984. details 

910. southern 935. pretty 960. fear 985. entire 
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923. column 948. fig 973. win 998. effect 

924. western 949. office 974. doesn’t 999. underline 

925. church 950. huge 975. steel 1000. view 
 
 

Content Standards 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
5.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to 
read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

Fry Sight Word List (801-1000) 
http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 
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GRADE 5 

UNIT TITLE Standardized Test Prepa ration 

Time frame Marking Period 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Art, Music, Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Rules and conventions of language help 
readers understand what is being 
communicated. 

• Do students possess reading skills that demonstrate 
their language arts literacy level? 

• Can students apply decoding skills while reading? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

Reading: 
• Write short construction responses using R.A.S.C. (Restate, Answer, Support, Connect) to answer open-

ended questions. 
• Discriminate and determine the best answer for multiple choice questions. 
• Apply pre-reading and test taking strategies to answer questions within a given time frame. 
• Analyze pre-tests and set goals to improve scores for post-tests. 
Writing: 
• Construct speculative and explanatory writing responses for given prompts. 
• Apply pre-writing and post-writing test taking strategies to complete writing tasks within a given time frame. 
• Analyze pre-tests and set goals to improve scores for post-tests. 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how 
the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 
7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of 
fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 
9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text 
based on specific information in the text. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more texts. 
6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 
7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


24 
 

problem efficiently. 
8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which 
point(s). 
9. Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of 
the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to 
read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 

o Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
o Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 
o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 

characters to situations. 
o Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach. 
6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 
7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information 
in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 
a drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 

o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information 
known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
o Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of 

others. 
o Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions. 

2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 
4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of 
main ideas or themes. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

o Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 
o Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 
o Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 
o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 
o Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
o Use punctuation to separate items in a series.* 
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o Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence. 
o Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s 

true, isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 
o Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
o Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
o Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.  

o Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, 

photosynthesis). 
o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and 

determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

o Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 
o Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
o Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. 
o 5.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that 

signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record data for individually and  class results 
• Self and peer evaluation 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Workbook Practice 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

ASK 5 Success Work-A-Text Language Arts Literacy, Instructivision, Inc. 
Ready, Set, Go! NJASK Language Arts Literacy Grade 5, Research & Education Association 
Study Island 
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